
Dear Third Church Family,  
 
March 8, 2019 was the last time we were able to worship in each other’s physical presence in the 
sanctuary of Third Church. To this date, that is 5 ½ months. 23 Sundays. In that time, our staff and 
volunteers have worked diligently every week to bring worship into our homes. Other physical work has 
taken place in the sanctuary during this time as well. Our sound and video systems have been given a 
substantial upgrade. Infrastructure has been put in place to enable us to begin live-streaming our 
services. The church has been thoroughly cleaned and sanitized. Our church facilities are ready to move 
forward toward re-opening.  
 
While we’ve not been able to be together in worship physically, Third Church has never been ‘closed.’ 
Our faith, our beliefs, our worship, all reside within us and in our relationship to our Lord. We found our 
worship alive and well in our homes, in our small groups and in our fellowship groups. For the last 5 ½ 
months, things have looked and felt different. However, we have never stopped worshiping together; 
we’ve simply had to do it physically apart.  
 
The Third Church Re-Opening Ad Hoc team has been working hard to develop a plan to resume in-
person worship. As leadership of the church, we are grateful for the work of this team in developing and 
presenting a plan that emphasizes the safety of our congregation as well as our staff and volunteers. The 
Administrative Leadership Team met to review, discuss, deliberate, and ultimately affirm the proposed 
plan. Our plan is to resume in-person worship on Sunday September 20. Attached to this letter, you will 
find the plan approved by leadership. Before planning to come to in-person worship, we encourage you 
to read it and note the guidelines we need to follow in order to maintain open doors. The plan discusses 
guidelines such as limited capacity, face coverings and physical distance, as well as the plans for 
maintaining air flow during worship, entrance and exit, and fellowship before and after Sunday services. 
 
It is important to note the difference between recommendations and guidelines. Earlier in the summer, 
restrictions on in-person worship were relaxed with guidelines in place. Recommendations from public 
health officials have continued to maintain that in-person worship poses significant health risk of COVID-
19. Leadership made the decision this morning to continue adherence to the guidelines for safe 
reopening, despite recommendations to remain distant. Please know that while we are excited to return 
to in-person worship with you, we approach this with caution. While they may seem inconvenient, 
adherence to the guidelines shows love and care for our brothers, sisters and community. Beginning on 
September 20, live streaming of services will be available to continue home worship for those who 
desire to continue to worship in that way. We encourage you to carefully consider which option is best 
for you and your family knowing that while some of us will remain physically apart, we continue worship 
together.  
 
Third Church family, you have been patient, graceful and understanding. These are traits of love that 
make us a family. As a leadership body, we are grateful for you. We are also prayerful that this difficult 
time passes, and that ultimately it is God’s will and not our own that is done. If you have any questions 
or concerns, please feel free to contact your Elder or a member of church leadership. 
 
Blessings,  
 
Third Church Admin Team 
 
 



Indoor Worship Protocols 
 

• The service will be live streamed for home worship. 

• Hand sanitizer will be available in multiple locations, and bathrooms will be accessible for 
hand washing. 

• Before you come, please check your temperature. If you have a fever, feel sick, or display 
any symptoms of COVID-19 (worsening or dry cough, fever in the last 72 hours, shortness of 
breath, headache, sudden loss of taste or smell, sore throat) stay home. 

• When you get to church, please use one of the three main double doors, or handicap ramp 
door. These doors will be propped open for contactless entry and airflow. All other doors 
will be locked. 

• Face masks/coverings are required, and we ask that everyone maintain social distancing. If 
you do not come with a face covering one will be provided for you. 

• Please refrain from greeting others with handshakes/hugs, and do not congregate in the 
building or near doorways. When you enter the building please sign-in and proceed 
promptly to a seat in the sanctuary. 

• Every other pew will be roped off to maintain social distancing. Sit anywhere in the open 
pews and remember to keep six feet of distance between any other family or individual not 
from your household. A six-foot rope has been placed in the pews as a visual reminder. If 
needed, move the rope out of the way to make room for your family. 

• Parents, please keep children with you and help them maintain social distancing.  
o Children & Worship will be offered. Children will be excused during the service. You 

do not need to retrieve your child from the room, they will be brought to you. (If you 
have any questions about C&W, contact Janna Libolt at 360-927-8193.) 

• There will be offering bags at the entryways for your offering, or you can continue to mail in 
your check or give online. 

• There will be no nursery care or education hour. The nursery will be available for parents to 
utilize, sanitizing wipes will be provided for self-cleaning. 

• There will be no bulletins, bibles, or hymnals. All information for the service will be emailed 
and projected on the screen. 

• All church related materials have been removed from your mailboxes, and we will not be 
putting anything in your mailboxes for the time being. Please refrain from putting anything 
in others’ mailboxes at this time. 

• The balcony, Fireside Room, and basement will be closed unless needed for “overflow” 
seating. The only parts of the building that will be open and accessible will be the foyer, 
sanctuary, and upstairs bathrooms.  

• Bathrooms will be available. Disinfecting wipes will be available in the bathrooms and you 
are asked to wipe down any surface you touch. 

• After the service, please promptly exit the building. Any fellowship should take place 
outside and away from doorways, walkways, and other high traffic areas.  

• Coffee and cookies will not be served before or after worship. 


